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Principal’s Corner

Greetings Imagine Andrews Families,
It’s a great day at Imagine Andrews! Although the doldrums of winter are upon
us, with shorter days, dark evenings and chillier temperatures, the energy and
enthusiasm of Imagine Andrews continues to shine brightly!
January was a month that was filled with awesomeness! The STEM Fair Gallery
Night was a total success. Scholars were celebrated and the multipurpose room
was packed with families excited to see who would take home the winning
prizes. A great evening was had by all.
We also celebrated Martin Luther King’s birthday during the month of January.
We were able to tie his beliefs and principles to the anti-bullying movement.
Scholars, staff & members of the AAFB community participated in an AntiBullying March on base. The march ended with activities, games and words of
advice to help scholars understand the importance of character, equality and fair
treatment of everyone.
In February, we celebrated Black History with the AAFB Band “Maximum
Impact.” They came and “rocked the house” playing songs that were historically
performed by African American artist. The 5-8 graders had a great time.
In the midst of all of this excitement, we also took the winter administration of
STAR this month and we are preparing for PARCC in April.
I am looking forward to a positive and productive Spring. There are many
activities and important dates AHEAD of us. We appreciate your continuous
collaboration and partnership.

Regards,
H. Douglas Rice II
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Top: Mr. Rice and Ms. Evans (PTA President) at the Winter Celebration; Bottom: Mr. Rice leading a
character chat with the 5th grade scholars.

3

February 2018
H. Douglas Rice II
Principal
S. Transou
Academic Facilitator

Mark Your Calendar
2/9: Second Quarter
Report Cards Released
2/8-2/9: STAR
Assessment (Math)
2/13-2/15: STAR
Assessment (Reading)
2/13: Sophie’s Secret
(Teen Dating
Workshop 8th grade
only)
2/14: Valentine’s Day
2/16: Imagine
Andrews Awards
Ceremony (K-3: 8:459:15) (4th-6th: 9:2010:00) (7th-8th: 1:302:15)
2/19: President’s DaySchool Closed
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

Testing!
STAR
During the month of February, we will be administering the third administration
of the STAR assessment. Star Assessments are short tests that provide teachers
with learning data. Star tests are computer adaptive, which means they adjust to
each answer your child provides. This helps teachers get the best data to help
your child in the shortest amount of testing time (about one-third of the time
other tests take).
Teachers analyze the data they get from Star Assessments to learn what
students already know and what they are ready to learn next, to monitor student
growth, and to determine which students may need additional help. Star
Assessments are heavily researched and scientifically proven to help teachers
guide each student on his or her unique path to mastery. The fourth and final
administration of the STAR assessment will take place in May and June. Some
other assessments that are administered throughout the school year are below.
PARCC
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) tests
are high quality, computer-based K-12 assessments in Mathematics and English
Language Arts/Literacy). They are carefully crafted to give teachers, schools,
students, and parents better and more useful information on how we're preparing
our kids for their futures.
Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA)
Measures student achievement on the Maryland Content Standards in Science in
Grade 5 (testing content from Grades 4 and 5), Grade 8 (testing content from
Grades 6, 7 and 8) and Grade 11 (testing content in earth/space science, life
science, and physical science). The Grade 11 assessment is one of the four tests
required in Maryland for graduation.
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Testing (continued)
PSAT 8/9
The PSAT 8/9 helps students determine what they need to work on most so that
they’re ready for college when they graduate from high school and it supports
educators as they guide the way. The PSAT 8/9 tests the same skills and
knowledge as the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, and PSAT 10—in a way that makes sense
for eighth and ninth graders. It measures what they’re already learning, shows
them whether they’re on track for college, and lets them know where they need
the most improvement. That means students have time to tackle these areas
long before they take the SAT.

Flu Season is Upon Us
This year's flu season is already the most widespread on record since health
officials began keeping track 13 years ago, and has already caused the most
hospitalizations in nearly a decade, federal health officials have said. The Flu is a
serious contagious disease that can lead to hospitalization and even
death. According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, aside from
vaccination, the single most important thing to prevent the spread of the flu is to
prevent the spread of germs.
CDC urges you to take the following actions to protect yourself and others from
influenza (the flu):
•

Try to avoid close contact with sick people.

•

While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from
infecting them.

•

If you are sick with flu symptoms, CDC recommends that you stay home for
at least 24 hours after your fever is gone except to get medical care or for
other necessities. (Your fever should be gone for 24 hours without the use of
a fever-reducing medicine.)
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•

Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.

Mark Your Calendar
2/9: Second Quarter
Report Cards Released
2/8-2/9: STAR
Assessment (Math)
2/13-2/15: STAR
Assessment (Reading)
2/13: Sophie’s Secret
(Teen Dating
Workshop 8th grade
only)
2/14: Valentine’s Day
2/16: Imagine
Andrews Awards
Ceremony (K-3: 8:459:15) (4th-6th: 9:2010:00) (7th-8th: 1:302:15)
2/19: President’s DaySchool Closed
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

•

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.

•

Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with
germs like the flu.

How Does the Flu Virus Spread?
How does the flu spread? Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from person
to person through droplets made when people with flu cough, sneeze, or talk.
Flu viruses also may spread when people touch something with flu virus on it and
then touch their mouth, eyes, or nose. Many other viruses spread these ways
too. People infected with flu may be able to infect others beginning 1 day before
symptoms develop and up to 5-7 days after becoming sick. That means you may
be able to spread the flu to someone else before you know you are sick as well
as while you are sick. Young children, those who are severely ill, and those who
have severely weakened immune systems may be able to infect others for longer
than 5-7 days.
What will happen when your child gets sick at school?
If your child gets sick at school, he or she will be seen by the nurse. The nurse
will do an assessment to determine what is wrong with your child. If the nurse’s
assessment confirms your child is sick, then you will be called to come pick
him/her up. Therefore, it is important that you provide the school with up to
date information and phone numbers. If you are not available to pick up your
child, it is important that the school have emergency contact phone numbers of
persons that can pick up your child in your absence. Be sure to give this
information to the Registrar at your child’s school.

6

H. Douglas Rice II
Principal
S. Transou
Academic Facilitator

February 2018

Flu Season is Upon Us (continued)
When may your child return to school?

Mark Your Calendar
2/9: Second Quarter
Report Cards Released
2/8-2/9: STAR
Assessment (Math)
2/13-2/15: STAR
Assessment (Reading)
2/13: Sophie’s Secret
(Teen Dating
Workshop 8th grade
only)
2/14: Valentine’s Day
2/16: Imagine
Andrews Awards
Ceremony (K-3: 8:459:15) (4th-6th: 9:2010:00) (7th-8th: 1:302:15)
2/19: President’s DaySchool Closed
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

Your child may return to school when your health care provider says he/she can
(documentation from the health care provider may be needed), when symptoms
are gone for 24 hours or if your child has taken the antibiotic prescribed by the
provider for a full 24 hours. Keep your child home until the fever has been gone
for 24 hours without medication. Please call your school nurse if you have any
questions about this information.

Clothing and Canned Food Drive
Our school’s Junior Honor Society and Elementary Honor Society are sponsoring
a winter clothing and canned food drive. Please help our scholars with their
service project by donating non-perishable foods and gently used winter clothes
(coats, gloves, hats, sweaters, etc.) All of the donated items will be given to local
homeless shelters and food banks. This canned food and clothing drive aligns
with our school’s character mission “to ensure that our scholars understand and
uphold Imagine’s core values and the character traits of grit, respect, care,
trustworthiness, responsibility and fairness are taught and instilled at Imagine
Andrews. We should hear the common language used in daily conversation and
teachable moments by children and adults. As adults, we will model this
behavior for our scholars, whenever we have the opportunity.”

7

February 2018

H. Douglas Rice II
Principal
S. Transou
Academic Facilitator

Mark Your Calendar
2/9: Second Quarter
Report Cards Released
2/8-2/9: STAR
Assessment (Math)
2/13-2/15: STAR
Assessment (Reading)
2/13: Sophie’s Secret
(Teen Dating
Workshop 8th grade
only)
2/14: Valentine’s Day
2/16: Imagine
Andrews Awards
Ceremony (K-3: 8:459:15) (4th-6th: 9:2010:00) (7th-8th: 1:302:15)
2/19: President’s DaySchool Closed
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

School Fundraiser
The Joe Corbi’s fundraiser is underway! The order forms have been sent home
with each student. Participation in this fundraiser is voluntary, but the more
participation, the more funds we can raise for our school. All order envelopes
must be turned in with payment no later than the end of the school day on
February 22, 2018. Please keep a copy of your order form for your records and
distribution. The order form and order payments (cash or money order) should
be returned in the provided envelope. The school does not accept check
payments. Please make all money orders payable to Imagine Andrews. We are
Imagine Andrews!

Parent Teacher Conferences
A parent-teacher conference is a meeting between you and your child's teacher
to discuss your child's progress in school. Parent teacher conferences were held
in November; however, if you have questions, comments or concerns regarding
your child’s progress, please feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher to
schedule a conference.

Restorative Practices
This school year we are working to become a restorative practice school.
Restorative practices, which evolved from restorative justice, is a new field of
study that has the potential to positively influence human behavior and
strengthen civil society around the world. Restorative practices build healthy
communities, increases social capital, decreases antisocial behavior, repairs
harm and restores relationships. The fundamental premise of restorative
practices is that people are happier, more cooperative and productive, and more
likely to make positive changes when those in positions of authority do
things with them, rather than to them or for them.
We are teaching our scholars that they are all members of the school community
that can learn and practice self-discipline, empathy, and accountability.
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Eagle Moments

Top: Fletcher White presenting his
STEM Fair project to a STEM Fair
judge.
Middle: Seventh and eighth grade
scholars displaying posters that
they created for the Martin Luther
King Jr. march.
Bottom: Volunteers from AAFB
supporting our scholars at the
Martin Luther King Jr. march.

9

Eagle Moments

Top: Amari Elazier presenting his
STEM Fair project to the STEM Fair
judge.
Middle: Seventh grader Ariana
Davis standing next to her STEM
Fair project.
Bottom: The annual STEM Fair
Gallery Night

