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Principal’s Corner
Greetings Imagine Andrews Families,

Mark Your Calendar
2/8: Second Quarter
Report Cards Released
2/11: 100th Day of
School
2/12: Goal Setting Day
2/13: Teen Dating
Awareness (movie and
panel)
2/14: 3rd-8th Grade
Awards Assembly
2/14: Valentine’s Day
2/15: K-2nd Grade
Awards Assembly
2/21: Governing
Board Meeting @ 4:30
2/22: Wear Orange
Day (7th and 8th Grade
Only)
2/28: PARCC Night @
6:00
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

It’s a great day at Imagine Andrews! Although the doldrums of winter are upon
us, with snow days and two hour delays the energy and enthusiasm of Imagine
Andrews continues to shine brightly!
January was filled with awesomeness! The STEM Fair and the STEM Fair Gallery
Night was a total success. The hard work of our scholars was celebrated and the
multipurpose room was packed with families excited to see who would take
home the winning prizes. The Spelling Bee was also a huge success. Scholars in
fifth-eighth grade used their vocabulary and language skills to compete for the
Imagine Andrews Spelling Bee title. The winner will go on to participate in the
Prince George’s County Public Schools Spelling Bee in April.
This month we are celebrating Black History. Teachers will be incorporating
lessons and activities into their instruction that acknowledges and honors the
contributions African Americans have made to our country. We have facts
shared during our morning announcements each day. The scholars are reading
texts that focuses on historical figures and Mrs. Reed is planning field trips for
different grade levels. We hope you’ll make these connections at home and take
advantage of the many community events this month.
In the midst of all of this excitement, the winter Star assessment was
administered. Our scholars made some great gains. Please make sure your child
is logging on to I-Ready every night to ensure that they are continuing to
progress.
There are many activities and important dates AHEAD of us. We appreciate your
continuous collaboration and partnership.
Regards,

H. Douglas Rice II
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Principal’s Corner (continued)

Mark Your Calendar
2/8: Second Quarter
Report Cards Released
2/11: 100th Day of
School
2/12: Goal Setting Day
2/13: Teen Dating
Awareness (movie and
panel)
2/14: 3rd-8th Grade
Awards Assembly
2/14: Valentine’s Day
2/15: K-2nd Grade
Awards Assembly
2/21: Governing
Board Meeting @ 4:30
2/22: Wear Orange
Day (7th and 8th Grade
Only)
2/28: PARCC Night @
6:00
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.
Top: Mr. Rice talking with a group of parents at the Coffee with the Principal event in
January.
Bottom: Mr. Rice presenting on Restorative Practices in Orlando, FL at the annual
Imagine Schools Leadership Conference.
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Assessment Information
STAR
At Imagine Andrews we administer the Star Assessment four times a year. Star
Assessments are short tests that provide teachers with learning data. Star tests
are computer adaptive, which means the test adjusts to each answer your child
provides. This helps teachers get the best data to help your child in the shortest
amount of testing time (about one-third of the time other tests take).
Teachers analyze the data they get from Star Assessments to learn what
students already know and what they are ready to learn next, to monitor student
growth, and to determine which students may need additional help. Star
Assessments are heavily researched and scientifically proven to help teachers
guide each student on his or her unique path to mastery. The fourth and final
administration of the STAR assessment will take place in May and June. Some
other assessments that are administered throughout the school year are below.
PARCC
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) tests
are high quality, computer-based K-12 assessments in Mathematics and English
Language Arts/Literacy). They are carefully crafted to give teachers, schools,
students, and parents better and more useful information on how we're preparing
our kids for their futures.
Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA)
Measures student achievement on the Maryland Content Standards in Science in
Grade 5 (testing content from Grades 4 and 5), Grade 8 (testing content from
Grades 6, 7 and 8) and Grade 11 (testing content in earth/space science, life
science, and physical science). The Grade 11 assessment is one of the four tests
required in Maryland for graduation.
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Assessment Information (continued)
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA)
The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) is an individually administered
assessment of a child’s reading capabilities. It is a tool to be used by instructors
to identify a students’ reading level, accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.
Once levels are identified, the teacher can use this information for instructional
planning purposes.

Attendance
The state of Maryland requires regular school attendance unless a student is
excused with a lawful absence. This applies to all children 5 years and older and
under the age of 18, who live in the state. There are limited exceptions and
exemptions to this requirement. Under Maryland law, a truant student is one
who is “unlawfully absent” from school for more than:
•
•
•

8 days in any quarter,
15 days in any semester, OR
20 days in a school year

Students presently enrolled in public schools are considered lawfully absent
from school, including absence for any portion of the day, only under the
following conditions:
•
•

•

Death in the immediate family. The local school system shall determine
what relationships constitute the immediate family.
Illness of the student. The principal or a pupil personnel worker shall
require a physician's certificate from the parent or guardians of a student
reported continuously absent for illness.
Court summons.
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Attendance (continued)
•

Hazardous weather conditions. Hazardous weather conditions shall be
interpreted to mean weather conditions which would endanger the
health or safety of the student when in transit to and from school.

•

Work approved or sponsored by the school, the local school system, or
the State Department of Education, accepted by the local superintendent
of schools or the school principal, or their designees as reason for
excusing the students.
State emergency.
Suspension.
Lack of authorized transportation. This does not include students denied
authorized transportation for disciplinary reasons.
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•
•
•

At Imagine Andrews, we want every student to feel loved, challenged, and
prepared to positively influence society and thrive in life.
To get there, every class and every day counts. Strong attendance is critical for
success in academics and in life.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
A parent-teacher conference is a meeting between you and your child's teacher
to discuss your child's progress in school. Parent teacher conferences were held
in November; however, if you have questions, comments or concerns regarding
your child’s progress, please feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher to
schedule a conference.
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Restorative Practices
This school year we are continuing to be a restorative practice school.
Restorative practices, which evolved from restorative justice, is a new field of
study that has the potential to positively influence human behavior and
strengthen civil society around the world. Restorative practices build healthy
communities, increases social capital, decreases antisocial behavior, repairs
harm and restores relationships.
We are teaching our scholars that they are all members of the school community
that can learn and practice self-discipline, empathy, and accountability.

Social/Emotional Learning
Children need to feel their feelings, but too often, they become overwhelmed by
them. But it’s even more important to teach them how to calm themselves.
Being able to deal with stress, anger, frustration, and anxiety requires a specific
set of skills. One way to help your child at home with calming themselves down
is to “Stop and Smell the Pizza.”
Slow, deep breaths can relax the body and reduce feelings of anger. When kids
are upset, teach them to “stop and smell the pizza” (or if they’re not into pizza
for some reason, maybe try hot apple pie, cinnamon rolls, chocolate chip
cookies, or bacon—mmmm, bacon).
It works like this:
1. Breathe in through your nose, like you’re smelling a piece of pizza.
2. Then breathe out through your mouth like you’re trying to cool the pizza
down.
3. Repeat this exercise several times slowly to calm the body and the brain.
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Eagle Moments

Top: Jailyn Sharp, LeBarron
Gordon, Alani Johnson and
Ezmeralda Poole competed in the
2018-2019 Spelling Bee. Jailyn
Sharpe was the first-place winner
and will go on to compete in the
PGCPS Spelling Bee in April.
Bottom: Mr. Rice and Mrs. Transou
having lunch with Alayia Coleman.
Alayia won the PTA raffle to eat
lunch with the principal.
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Eagle Moments

Emma Greer (top), Kendall
Anderson (middle), and Zackary
Mayo (bottom) presented a
summary of their winning STEM
Fair projects.

