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Principal’s Corner
Greetings Imagine Andrews Team and Family,

Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/17: Coffee With The
Principal
1/21: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/25: End of Second
Quarter
1/28: 2 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

On behalf of the Imagine Andrews teachers and staff, I’d like to share our
appreciation for the generous holiday gifts and holiday cheer that the Imagine
Andrews families provided. We are very grateful and these gestures really made
everyone feel valued and loved. Thank you!
December was a wonderful month at Imagine Andrews. The PTA planned an
exciting Winter Bingo activity. The academic and character assembly honored
our scholars’ academic and character accomplishments. Scholars shared their
musical accomplishments at the winter concert. Our 8th grade scholars took the
PSAT and members of the leadership team worked with 7th and 8th grade
scholars to set academic goals. We look forward to an equally fulfilling January.
January 4, 2019 marks the fourth month that we have been in school and it’s
important to remember that student attendance is directly related to student
achievement. Regular school attendance is critical for academic success. Our
goal is to ensure that every student attends school regularly and on time. Daily
presence in school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success, starting
in kindergarten and continuing through eighth grade. Even as children grow
older and more independent; families can continue to play a key role in making
sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is
so important for success in school and in life.
We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other
circumstances. But, we also know that when students miss too much school
excused or unexcused they can fall behind academically. Your child is less likely
to succeed if he or she is chronically absent which means missing 18 or more
days in a school year. Additionally, school personnel must communicate any
attendance problems or concerns to parents/ guardians in a timely manner.
Thank you for your continuous willingness to partner and support Imagine
Andrews!
H. Douglas Rice II, Principal
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Principal’s Corner (continued)

Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/17: Coffee With The
Principal
1/21: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/25: End of Second
Quarter
1/28: 2 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

Top- The Buddy Bench is ready! The buddy bench is a special place in our
school where a scholar can go when they want someone to talk to. Thank you to
Rippley Kane for proposing the idea and thank you Mr. Williams for using your
artistic ability on the bench.
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Winter is Officially Here!

Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/9: Board Meeting
1/16: Spelling Bee
1/17: Youth Center
Closed
1/20: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/23: STEM Fair
1/24: End of Second
Quarter
1/27: 3 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

Winter weather is on the horizon. Please make sure you get notifications from
Prince George’s County Public Schools regarding inclement weather, school
closings and delays. You can get notifications via email, text, or by watching the
news. Below is the Prince Georges’ County Public Schools’ administrative
procedure for delayed openings and early closings:
“If it is necessary to delay the opening of school because of inclement weather,
dangerous road conditions, or any other emergency which might arise, an
announcement will be broadcast over radio stations before 6:30 a.m. Channel 96
and other television stations, and posted on the school system’s web
page- www.pgcps.org. Click on the weather info link.”
If school is delayed for two hours, Imagine Andrews will open 10:05 a.m.
Students will not be allowed into the building before 10:05. Breakfast will be
offered.

Update Your SchoolMAX Information
Have you recently changed your cell phone number or address? If so, please
update your contact information in SchoolMAX. Go to the PGCPS website
at http://www1.pgcps.org/. Go to the parents’ page and access SchoolMAX
Family Portal. There are videos and instructions with information on how to
access the portal. For a change of address, you need to come to school to
complete a form and then the registrar will update your information in the
SchoolMAX Family Portal. Also, please review your emergency contact list and be
sure those phone numbers are still current and update them if they are not. We
want to be prepared if an emergency arises!
SchoolMAX allows you to view your child's information, including current
attendance records and assignment score.
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Flu Season is Upon Us
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that infect
the nose, throat, and sometimes the lungs. It can cause mild to severe illness,
and at times can lead to death.

Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/9: Board Meeting
1/16: Spelling Bee
1/17: Youth Center
Closed
1/20: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/23: STEM Fair
1/24: End of Second
Quarter
1/27: 3 Hr. Early
Dismissal

The flu viruses spread mainly by tiny droplets made when people with flu cough,
sneeze or talk. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are
nearby. Less often, a person might also get flu by touching a surface or object
that has flu virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their
eyes.
The flu can easily spread from person to person. Here are several ways in which
you can help prevent the spread of the flu.
•

Know the signs and symptoms of the flu. Symptoms of the flu include fever (100
degrees Fahrenheit/37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), cough, sore throat, a runny
or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, and feeling very tired. Some people may
also vomit or have diarrhea.

•

Stay home if you are sick. We recommend that students with flu-like symptoms
stay at home for at least 24 hours after they no longer have fever or do not have
signs of fever, without using fever-reducing drugs. Staying at home with a fever
will reduce the number of people who may get infected. Students who are sick
should not participate in any school activity, in school after care, or in the
community except to seek medical care. Any children who show symptoms of flu
while at school will be sent home.

•

Cover your cough and wash your hands. In order to protect yourself and others
it is important to practice healthy hygiene habits. Some of these include covering
your coughs and sneezes with tissues (and disposing of them properly) or with
elbows when tissue is unavailable and avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth to prevent spreading germs. You should wash your hands often with soap
and water or an alcohol-based hand rub. You should never share personal items
like drinks, food or unwashed utensils.

•

Get vaccinated. Getting vaccinated is the best way to reduce the risk of getting
the flu.

*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.
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Building Math Fluency at Home

Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/9: Board Meeting
1/16: Spelling Bee
1/17: Youth Center
Closed
1/20: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/23: STEM Fair
1/24: End of Second
Quarter
1/27: 3 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

The Maryland College and Career Readiness Standards has identified specific
math fluencies that students need to develop. Math fluency is a child’s ability to
answer basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts with speed
and accuracy. Below are the fluencies that students must master by grade level.
Grade

Fluency Limit

Kindergarten

Add/subtract within 5

First Grade

Add/subtract within 10

Second Grade

Add/subtract within 20

Third Grade

Multiple/divide within 100
Add/subtract within 1000

Fourth Grade

Add/subtract within 1,000,000

Fifth Grade

Multi-digit multiplication

Sixth Grade

Multi-digit division
Multi-digit decimal operations
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Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/9: Board Meeting
1/16: Spelling Bee
1/17: Youth Center
Closed
1/20: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/23: STEM Fair
1/24: End of Second
Quarter
1/27: 3 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

January 2020

Building Math Fluency at Home (continued)
A Tip to Build Math Fluency
Limit the facts to be learned at once. Sort a stack of flashcards into piles; those
that are known automatically and those that are not. Practice one or two
unknown facts at a time along with known facts until they become automatic.

I-Ready Math
Improving math achievement is one of our main goals here at Imagine Andrews.
All Imagine Andrews scholars have I-Ready Math accounts. I-Ready provides
tailored instruction that meets scholars where they are in their learning journey
and encourages them as they develop their math skills.
Your child has already completed the I-Ready Diagnostic and has started
instruction using Ready Classroom. Every child would benefit from additional
instruction on I-Ready at home. Scholars are encouraged to complete at least
one (1) lesson each day. Please utilize the login information below to access your
child’s personalized instruction at home:
https://login.i-ready.com/
Contact your child’s teacher for their personalized username and password.
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Focus on Character
Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/9: Board Meeting
1/16: Spelling Bee
1/17: Youth Center
Closed
1/20: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/23: STEM Fair
1/24: End of Second
Quarter
1/27: 3 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

Enriching character helps us guide the work that we do here at Imagine
Andrews. Every month, we focus on a different character attribute. The
character trait for the month of January is GRIT. Angela Duckworth describes grit
as “the much-hyped ingredient in personal success.” Duckworth defines grit as
passion and sustained persistence applied toward long-term achievement, with
no particular concern for rewards or recognition along the way. It combines
resilience, ambition, and self-control in the pursuit of goals that take months,
years, or even decades. Throughout the month of January, the scholars will be
learning about grit through classroom instruction and daily restorative circles.

Zones of Regulation
Ms. Joseph, our school counselor has been teaching the scholars about The
Zones of Regulation. The Zones of Regulation is used to teach students
strategies for emotional and sensory self-management. Rooted in cognitive
behavioral therapy, The Zones approach uses four colors to help students
identify how they are feeling in the moment given their emotions and level of
alertness as well as guide them to strategies to support regulation. By
understanding how to notice their body’s signals, detect triggers, read social
context and consider how their behavior impact those around them, students
learn improved emotional control, sensory regulation, self-awareness, and
problem-solving abilities.
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Mark Your Calendar
1/2: Return from
Winter Break
1/9: Board Meeting
1/16: Spelling Bee
1/17: Youth Center
Closed
1/20: Holiday-Martin
Luther King, Jr. DaySchool Closed
1/23: STEM Fair
1/24: End of Second
Quarter
1/27: 3 Hr. Early
Dismissal
*Check SchoolMax
each Monday to
monitor your child’s
grades.

Imagine Andrews Basketball
Congratulations to all of the scholars on the Imagine Andrews’ Basketball team.
Playing team sports teaches cooperation with others towards a common goal.
Team sports also builds character, friendships and important life skills for all
players. The friendships built within a team can last a lifetime and the journey of
a team throughout a season is often memorable. The team won their first game
on December 18, 2019. A special thank you goes the coaches and the families
their continued support during the 2019-2020 basketball season.
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Eagle Moments

Top: Members of the Boys Basketball Team enjoying celebratory pizza for their
win on 12/18/19.
Bottom: Mrs. Gunn and Mr. Connelly setting academic goals with 7th and 8th
grade scholars.
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Mrs. Reed leading her music students at the annual Winter Concert.

